378                  Oliver Cromwell                [1654-
the Dey of Algiers, and redeemed the English captives held there. The Dey of Tunis, less amenable to reason, refused reparation, and would not even allow Blake's ships to water in his ports. " We judged it necessary,'* wrote Blake, " for the honour of our fleet, our nation, and religion, seeing they would not deal with us as friends, to make them feel us as enemies " ; so, sailing into the harbour of Porto Farina, he bombarded the Dey's castles, and burnt his ships (April 4, 1655).
Simultaneously with the news of Blake's exploit, England learnt of the massacre of the Vaudois by the troops of the Regent of Savoy. Every Puritan's heart thrilled with sympathy for the sufferings of his fellow Protestants. Milton called on God to avenge the sufferings of the "slaughtered saints " whose bones lay scattered on the Alpine mountains. The armies of the three nations urged Cromwell to action. The Protector needed no prompting. He headed with a gift of two thousand pounds the national subscription raised for the relief of the sufferers. Hetold the French Ambassador that the sufferings of the poor Piedmont-ese touched his heart as closely as if they had been his own nearest kin, and refused to sign the treaty with France till their wrongs were righted. By the pen of Milton, he summoned all the Protestant powers to intervene, and he projected employing Blake's fleet to attack Nice or Villa Franca. Diplomatic arguments proved sufficient. Eager to secure the friendship of England, France put pressure on Savoy, the massacres ceased, and.the Vaudois were reinstated in their valleys. The Treaty of Pignerolether in unity." But there was no real restoration of unity, and if the great
